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Sir: 

We understand that the following reference: Yun Zhang, Ruben J. Boado, and William 
M. Pardridge (2003) "In vivo knockdown of gene expression in brain cancer with 
intravenous RNAi in adult rats" The Journal of Gene Medicine 5:1039-1045 (Zhang et 
al.) has been cited as anticipating claims 1 and 7-17 of the subject application 
(10/800,362), pursuant to 35 USC § 102(a). Without acquiescing to the Office's position 
that the Zhang et al. anticipates claims of the subject application, we note that the Zhang 
et al. reference, to the extent that it discloses the claimed invention, is a disclosure on 
behalf of the inventors of the subject application. 

That is, Zhang et al. includes in its listing of authors all of the inventors of the instant 
application (i.e., Dr. Pardridge and Dr. Boado). Zhang et al. also includes an additional 
author, Yun Zhang, who is not an inventor on the instant application. While Yun Zhang 
is properly listed as an author on the relevant article, based upon normal standards of 
authorship for a scientific journal publication, he did not participate in the conception of 
the claimed invention, and is, therefore, not listed as an inventor on the subject 
application. Thus, to the extent that the Zhang et al. article discloses the subject 
invention, the article is a disclosure on behalf of the inventors. 



We further declare that all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true and 
that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like 
so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 
of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the 
validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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